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IMPORTANCE AND INFLUENCE OF FEMALE 
CHARACTER. 


Extract from a Sermon by Rev. W. Skinner. 
[Concluded from our last.] 


It is not my design to speak, in detail, of those 
accomplighments necessary for the perfection of 
the female character. 'The many excellent trea- 
tizes which have been published on this subject, 
by thogxe who are capable of doing it far better 
justice than myself, render the task unnecessary. 
Suffice it to 8ay, that while you should not neg- 


lect personal accomplishments, the cultivation of | 


your minds should be your highest aim ; for with- 
out well cultivated minds, neither handsome per- 
80ns, nor the most polished manners will secure 
to you exalted characters in life, or enable you to 
maintain that influence which, with such minds, 
you would be capable of exerting. Permit me 
then, my youthful friends, most earnestly and aff- 
ectionately to intreat” you to assert and maintain 
your true dignity of character, by withdrawing 
your 80ciety and frienship from the worthless and 
abandoned, by saying to the intemperate,. as with 
one heart and with one voice, cease your ruinous 
course of life, or you can never obtain our esteem ; 
by telling the gambler, that.you hold his iniqui- 
tous conduct in merited detestation ; by proclaim- 
Ing to the liar, the profane swearer and the scoffer 
at religion, that their vices render them unworthy 
In your estimationz by showing to the calumnia- 
tors of your fame, and the seducers of innocence, 
ina manner which they cannot misunderstand, 
that you detest their characters and their crimes ; 
and that you will never degrade yourselves by an 
intimacy with them ; and by improving, all the 
means in your power to obtain every valuable and 
aseful accomplighment. Should you do thus, the 
advantages which community would derive from 


. you would be inyaluable; and you will richly 


merit, and fear not but you will receive, the com- 

mendations of every enlightened and virtuous 

Rog of 8ociety, and the approbation of your 
od. 

IL” Of all the relations in life which females 8us- 
tain, that of wife is altogether the most perfect 
and endearing : and it geems to be in special ref- 
| Ins, that the words of our text were 

g relationship was the first which 

between human beings. It was 
God himsel, in the garden of prime-- 
{ bliss. It has been held most 
periods of time, -and by all na- 


# 
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tions, whether barbarous or Civilized ; and in pro- 
portion to its perfection 1s the importance of char- 
acter which attaches to those who sustain it- 
Although this connection, when formed from im- 
proper motiyes, or when its appropriate duties are 
disregarded by either party, is frequently produc- 
tive of the greatest unhappiness, yet, as it was 
wisely intended hy our beneficent Creator, jt 1s 
nevertheless, a 8ource of the purest bliss which 
mortals can enjoy on earth. 

When a female, leaving father and mother, 
brothers and sisters, and other heloved ass0ciates 
of her childhood and youth, unites herself, for life, 
with - the man who has selected her from the 
whole world, as the companion of his bogom, and 
the partner of all his joys and 8orrows, all her in- 
terests are inseparably connected with those” of 
her husband ; she places herself in a new and un- 
tried'situation; new motives of action are present- 
ed to her; new and momentous duties devolve 
upon her; and not only 'her own happiness, but 
the happiness and respectability of the man to 
whom 8he has surrendered her heart with its pur- 
est affections, depend materially on her character, - 
and the faithful discharge of her appropriate du- 
ties. As her destiny for life is now indissolub 
united with that of her companion, all her feelin 
and desires 8hould harmonize with hjsz and - 
hence, whenever she attempts to create an inter- 
est of her own separate from the interest of hex 
husband ; or to establish for herself a reputation 
independent of his, she 1s assuming a character 
which does not belong to her, pursuing a course 
which will inevitably unfit her for the discharge 
of the important duties naturally devolving upon 
her; laying a sure foundation for domestic wretch- 
edness and strife ; and, finally, degrading herself 
below her proper level. 

Although, by the laws of nature, and of all na- 
tions, the husband is constituted the * head of tho 
woman,” as well as of the whole family, the char- 
acter of the wife is not, on that, account, the less 
elevated, nor are her duties the less important; for, 
as it is his duty to protect and support his family, 50 
it is hers, to render his task light and easy as pos- 
8ible, and to make his home-the seat of his g 
happiness. But when this is not the cage, when the 
husband, on his return to his house, wearied with 
the cares in which he has been engaged, meets, 
from his companion, frowns and reproaches, 1n- 
sﬆtead of the smile of affectionate welcome; when 
he finds that the means of his comfort are neg- 
lected, his interest and reputation digregarded by 
her who should cherish them as her own; when he 
sees that the affection which he. once. 80 ardently 
Sought, and which he fondly flattered himself was 
his own forever, is extinguished, or turned. 11 
coldness and indifference, Jn > Ont. when he 
finds that the happiness which is-his © being's end 
and aim? cannot. he found at home, what else can 
be expected but that, in time, his own afl . 
thus 8lighted, will become cold, and the 80cn 
| of his wife and children become lees and Irk- 
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£onie 7 and that, in search of that happiness of | a man of a morose disposition, or one who indul. 


which he has been deprived at home, he will at- 
tach himself to other society ; cherish affections 
for other persons; and finally, plunge into the fear- 
ful vortex of dissipation, guilt and rnin, That 
guch effects have been produced by such causes, 
noone possessing the least acquaintance with 
gociety_ can for a moment doubt; and great in- 
deed must be the unhappiness of that woman, 
who, to her other migeries, is compelled to add 
that of self-reproach, and to lay the cause of her 
sufferings at her own door. 

I shall not, I trust, be understood as advancing 
the opinion, or even insinuating; that the ruin of 
domestic peace and felicity is to be always, or 
even generally, attributed to the wife. No; but 
on the other hand, I readily admit the humiliating 
fact, that this ruin is, oftentimes, and perhaps in 
a great majority of instances, justly chargeable to 
the misconduct, of the husband. But, in a dis- 
course addressed particularly to females, I have 
'considered it, my dnty to point out .dangers to 
which a most. highly esteemed portion of my 
friendly readers are exposed ; and faithfully to 
caution you against that course of conduct which 
will inevitably lead to the prostration of your 
characters, and the destruction of your domestic 
happiness. 

But other considerations will, for a moment, 
engage our attention. It 1s in your power to do 
much to advance the respectability and happiness 
of your husbands ; and consequently to promote 
the dignity of your own characters, and to in- 
crease your own influence, usefulness and felicity 
in life. The author of our text says of the truly 
virtuous woman, *her husband is known in the 

tes, when he sitteth among the elders of the 
and ; and experience fully justifies the position, 
that the respectability, as well as the happiness of 
the husband depends, essentially, on the character 
and conduct of the wife. By treating him, at all 
times, with that affectionate affability, and that 
gweetness of temper which are 80 amiable, and I 
may s8ay, irresistible, in the female character, you 
will 8ecure to yourself the continuance of his first 
love; arouse all the energies of his nature to pro- 
mote your own comfort and happiness ; render his 
home a paradise on earth ; promote that cheerful- 
ness of mind and urbanity of manners which will 
insure the respect and esteem of all his acquain- 
tances ; and by sharing with him all those enjoy- 
ments you haye 80 effectually assisted in procur- 
ing, you will secure your own respectability; place 
bio own reputation and felicity.on a permanent 
oundation, and exert an inflaence which wealth, 
the most shining talents, and mere wordly honors 
can never boast. As your duties are thus impor- 
tant, and as 80. much is depending on you, you 
cannot be insensible of the absolute necessity of 
a constant performance of these duties, and of un- 
remitting exertions to 8ecure the great end of 
your exiztence. Let no motives, therefore, induce 
you to 8werve, in the least degree, from the path 
of your duty, which is the only path of happiness, 
or to relax in your exertions to cultivate those 
virtues and WO iments which constitute.the 

highest merit, and the true dignity of your char- 
acters; and you may rest assured, that the 8uc- 
cess which will crown your laudable endeayors 
will ba rich reward for all your toils. - 
uld it be your misfortune to be united with 


ges himself in 'dishonorable habits, or vicious 
practices, you will find the affectionate and digni- 
fied course of conduct which has been pointed 
out, your best resource ; and” you will find it far 
better calculated to soften the harshness of his 
temper, and to wear off the asperities of his dispo- 
8ition, than one of the opposite nature. You will 
also, by such conduct, be tar more likely to 8uc- 
ceed in reclaiming him from vice, and restoring 
him to virtue and respectability, than by treating 
him with that severity and contempt which he 
may deserve. But should all your laudable exer- 
tions fail, and should poverty and distress be, fi- 
nally, the unhappy consequence of your union 
with s8uch a man, you will enjoy the rich satisfac- 
tion of * having faithfully performed your duty ; 
and, as your afflictions will not be of your own 
procuring, supported by conscious innocence, and 
encouraged by the approbation of the virtuous and 
good, you will be better able to resign yourself to 
your condition; and you will enjoy a serenity of 
mind which the highest worldly prosperity, con- 
nected with conscious guilt, can never know, 
II. I address, lastly, those who sustain the im- 
portant and highly responsible character of moth- 
ers, If there 1s a name which will be remember- 
ed, and fondly cherished, when all others are 
forgotten 3 which, more than any other, should be 
deeply venerated through all the changes and yi- 
cissitudes of life ; and which should cause s8ensa- 
tions of gratitude and delight whenever :t is pro- 
nounced, it would s8eem to be that of mother. 
Our earliest recollections are intimately ass0cia- 
ted with this beloved name. 'The remembrance 
of almost every scene through which we passed 
in childhood and youth, recalls a mother's care 
and a mother's love to our minds; and we feel 
sensible of the influence which her maternal kind- 
ness has exerted on the happiness of our whole 
lives. How important, then, are the duties deyol- 
ving on each one of you who sustains this endear- 
ing relation ; how high is the responsibility rest- 
ing on you; and how great the influence of your 
character, not only to fourteen and all connect- 
ed with you through the brief term of earthly ex- 
istence, but also, to posterity, when your heads 
Shall lie low in death. From you flow. the first 
streams of knowledge which, enrich the 'infant 
mind; from your precepts and examples are derl- 
ved those vivid and strong impressions which 
maintain 80 great an influence over the minds and 
conduct of your children, through all subsequent 
periods of their existence; and -.to you are they 
indebted, in a great degree, for those characters 
which have 80 important a bearing on their respec- 
tability, prosperity and happiness in the world, 
and which they usually carry with them to the - 
grave. No mother can feel indifferent to the wel- © 
fare of her offspring; or cease to feel that strong 
80licitude, pecuhar to goin heart, for their 
respectability and happiffess through life. When, 
therefore, you reflect, that it is during the period 
when they are particularly under your watchful 
care that their characters are, in a good degree, 
formed; and that the seeds of virtue or vice are 
gown 1n their tender minds, which, in'ubsequent” 
life, yield fruits of happiness or wo, Fou cannot 
feel insensible of the high responsibility which 18 


resting upon you. | 
It is in the power of mothers, more than any 


other persons, to control and direct the passions 
of their children; to eradicate from their minds 
those vicious propensities which, at times, exhibit 
themeelves in the conduct of all children; to instill 
into them the love, and to direct them in the prac- 
tice, of virtue ; and to mould their characters to 
usefulness, respectability and happiness in life. 
From your 8ituation, your intercourse with your 
children 1s more constant and uninterrupted than 
that of fathers; and, consequently, their attach- 
ment to you is proportionaliy stronger, and their 
confidence in you more perfect. '"These circum- 
stances give to you advantages which fathers do 
not possess, of directing the minds, and forming 
the characters of your children, both by precept 
and example z and you will here permit me to ob- 
8erve, that the purest precepts, unaccompanied by 
your own example, will be of but little avail. To 
illustrate this proposition it will be necessary to 
mention but a few particulars ; for instance ; if, 
when you are attempting 'to control the passions 
of a child, you Should find it incumbent on yon to 
chastise him for improper anger, you exhibit the 
iufluence of angry passions in your own conduct, 
your admonitions and corrections will be all in 
vain; because the child, in 8uch instances, will 
inevitably discover that the parent practises the 
8ame vice for which he is chastised. Again ; pa- 
rents are extremely apt, for the purpose of incuc- 
ing their children to obey them, to make promises 
to them which they never fulfil: and to threaten 
them with punishments which, perhaps, they do 
not, at the time, even intend to inflict. When 
this is the case, how can they, with the least 
propriety, correct their children for falsehood ? 
and what rational hope can they indulge, that cor- 
rection, under 8uch circumstances, will be attend- 
de with any 8ulutary-consequences? By refrain- 
ing from making any promises to your children 
which you do- not, punctually fultil, and from 
threatening any punishment which you do not in- 
variably inflict, you will avoid this pernicious er- 
ror; 8et, your children an example of undeviating 
regard for truth ; and s8ucceed altogether better in 
In hovering them than by the course I have men- 
toned, 

With a deep sense of the high responsibllity of 
your stations, the maternal affection of your hearts 
will ever prompt yau to the active exertion of all 
your energies in behalf-of your children, and to 
the faithful discharge of the duties on which their 
velfare 80 materially depends. Let your precepts 
of instruction, your admonitions and reproofs be 
imparted with that affectionate tenderness which 
Will at once-engage the attentton, and command 
the esteem and obedience of yonr children ; and 
above all, let them ever be accompanied by the 
undeviating example of your own lives. 'Then 
will you establish for yourselves reputations and 
characters which shall be duly appreciated, and 
Justly respected ; and which s8hall exert a nl 
and 8alutary influence in society. 'Then will you 
enjoy the rich satisfaction of secing your belovec 
offspring following in the paths of virtue, respect- 
ability and bappiness ; then shall they indeed *rise 
up, and call you blessed ;? and your virtues, and 
- Your memories shall be venerated and fondly cher- 
ished, when your eyes $hall be closed in the sleep 
of death; But there is no 8ituation in which a female 
can be placed, no station she can occupy, and no 
relation she can sustain in life, in which the christ-| 
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ian religion will not add to the dignity of herchar- © 
acter, and increase its benign influence. By reli- 
gion, however, I do not mean that monkish aus- 
terity of manner and conduct, which is'80 repulsive 
to the warm and 8ocial feelings. and affections of 
the human heart, I do not mean that,mistaken 
view of the character and moral goyernmeut of 
our heavenly Father which induces its deluded 
votaries to slight the common bounties of his prov- 
idence, and to deny themselves the innocent plea- 
8ures and enjoyments of life, that they may secure 
his eternal favor. I do not mean that spiritual 
pride, or self-righteousness which 80 often appears 
under the mask of affected humility, and which 
leads those under its influence to look down with 
contempt on others, because they are not like 
themselves. Neither do I mean that humiliating 
principle which causes its advocates to degpise 
and reject reason, the noblest attribute of human 
beings. But I mean that pure and heavenly 
principle which flows from a feeling sense of our 
dependence on, and our obligation and accounta- 
bility to a God of infinite wisdom, power and love ; 
a principle which draws out all the native ener- 
gies of the soul in love supreme to that beneficent 
Being who is the eternal gource of all goodness 
and happiness ; and which implants in the heart 
an enlightened and uniyersal philanthropy, and 
fills the bosom with unspeakable joy. 

Such is the religion wculcated in the gospel of 
our blessed Redeemer. Such 1s the religion 
which he constantly urged in his precepts, -and 
enforced by the example of his whole life. This, 
religion is perfectly adapted to the circumstances 
and necesslties of all rational beings ; but if there 
is one portion of the human family to whose na- 
tures it can be said to be more {perfectly adapted 
than the other, females would s8eem to constitute 
this portion; as it corresponds with that mildness 
of temper and 8weetness of disposition which na- 
ture has given them, and which constitute their 
brighest charms. The youthful beauty and inno- 
cence of daughters and sisters are heightened by 
its heavenly influence ; and filial and 818terly love 
appear more amiable when mingled with ardent 
piety. It cherishes and invigorates conjugal att 
ection in the wife ; and, to her husband, renders 
{her price far above rubies.” Finally, it controls 
the passions, purifies the affections, directs the 
desires, strengthens the hopes, and- secures the 
happiness of all who embrace it; and gives. to-all 
who feel its influences an antepast. of unfading 
glory in realms of bliss beyond the skies, 
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inclined to 8ay, 8s did the venerated Patri- er or later, we must leave them; or they ug, 
arch,” all those things are against us. When | Why then should we sit down and brood over an 
our: friends are taken from us, we cannot help | event which is unalterably fixed in fate, and 
feeling that we have sustained a loss, a great | which no human power, no created being, can 
and irreparable loss; and they must know little of | possibly prevent. Rather, 8ince it is an event 
the haman mind, and the powertul workings of | that must come, and come upon all, *when it will 
rief, who imagine that we can refrain from heay- | come,” would it not be well for us to make & vir- 
ing the heartfelt sigh, and forbear to drop the |rtue of necessity, and patiently 8ubmit ? 
friendly tear. It cannot. be; and we 8hould cer- | Another consideration which should prevent us 
tainly think no better. of the man, or the woman, | from indulging hopeless 8orrow, is the recollection 
who, on 8uch accasions, could manifest a stoical | of past occurrences and past deliverances, Few 
insensibility, than of him who should pertinacious- | there are, who have lived long in the world, who 
ly refuse to be comfortek We would indeed | have not been called to pass' through 8cenes of 
Crs every person to be calm and collected; to | affliction and distress ; who have not seen days of 
reagonably restrain his feelings; to mourn, as |darkness and 8orrow ; and who have not been in- 
thoss who have hope; and to s8ubmit, with becom- | clined, at times, to 8ay, as did the venerable Pa- 
ing patience, to the will of heaven. But more | triarch, *all these things are against me.” But 
than this, we are not willing to urge. — | they have 8urvived these scenes; they have out- 
There is 8omething in: the thought of being | lived these days; and they now behold brighter 
Beparated from our friends, which naturally gives | prospects before them. Yea, they may have seen 
rise to 8orrow, and creates a painful sensation. | even their own happiness and welfare advanced 
When they are about to leave us, and be absent | by these scenes of adversity and trial. Why then, 
from ns, but for a 8hort time, there arises a deep | should they mourn without hope under present 
golicitude'in our minds, concerning their prosper- | affliction? 'The cloud that now hangs over them 
ity or welfare, which occaeions a few transient | will s0on have passed away. Grief cannot last 
feelings of regret. And in proportion as the | forever, ©* Sorrow, 8ays an inspired writer, © may 
journey they are to take 1s difficult, the anticipat- | endure for a night; but joy cometh-in the morn- 
ed time of absence long, in that proportion does |ing.” This consjderation, therefore, should lead 
our anxiety increase, and our feelings become | us to 8ubmission and reconciliation to the will of 
painful. As they move from us, our eyes follow | God. 
after them, until the distance they have pasxed | Again. Another consideration” which ought to 
hides them from our view ; and then, our 1magi- | be impressed on the minds of those that mourn, is 
4 pation parsues them to the end of their journey. | this they ought to consider; that the-principle part 
We view them under all the possible circumstan- | of man's happiness on earth -is produced ' by con- 
ces that may chance to arise ; and in all the vari- | trasting the different scenes through which he has 
ous conditions in which accident or intention can | passed. Men, for instance, who have never been 
place them. And, finally, when our imaginations | brought low on the bed of sickness can scarcely 
are exhausted, and we can follow them no farther, ow proper)y appreciate the blessing of health; 
hope takes possession of the mind, and we enjoy | and those who have never mourned. the loss of 
the pleasing anticipation that they will return, | friends can hardly know how to enjoy those that 
nooner or later, and that we shall meet and em- |remain. You generally find the man” who has 
brace them once more in the land of the living. | passed his days in the constant sunshine of pros- 
But when our friends are separated from us by | perity, who has never known what real affliction 
the event of death; when they have passed the | is, more fretful and peevish and irritable, than 
confines of the invisible world; we can no longer | those who have occasionally been cast into the 
_ the pleazing ws þ that they will return to | fiery furnace of affliction, and 8pent a part of their 
us. 'They have entered the world of spirits ; and | lives in the dark 'and gloomy shade of adversity. 
ean never pass from thence to this corruptible | When a man has not real evils to encounter, he 
and tmutable_state of being. Our next meeting | will generally suffer himself to be press8ed down 
with them must be in their heavenly babitations. | with imaginary ones, and which for the time be- 
And we rejoice exceedingly, that we are enabled | ing, render him as unhappy, as completely wretch- 
to draw such evidence of an happy existence | ed, as real ones. It is a true 8aying,.a truer one 
hereafter, from the scriptures of divine truth, as | was never-uttered, that rreater griefs destroy the 
ves us here © blissful foretaste of the joys we are |less.” When real affliction, real trouble, takes 
to realize.. . The-gospel has brought life and | possession of the mind, all imaginary evils forsake 
mamortality to light ; it has dispelled the clond of | it at once, and vanish forever. 
- + darkness which concealed futurity from our view ; | All those nameless and numberless troubles, 
' it has inspired us with an hope, which is as an an- | which have their origin in a disordered imagina- 
chor to our 8opls, both .sure and steadfast. By faith | tion, burst from the confines of 'the mind, and 
in a rizen Sayior, we can view an inheritance re- |rush forth, ;when grief, real unassuming grief, 
8erved for u and for all, which is incorruptible, | takes up its abode * 56h This, then, is a 8trong 
andefiled, and which fadeth not away. | reason why we should not mourn without hope, 
- But notwithstanding we cannot repress the, | and why we should bow gubmissively to the will 
rtfelt sigh, when our friends are taken from us, | of God. 
ret there are various considerations which should | There is yet another reason which should have 
induce us not to indulge in hopeless sorrow. In | a similar effect upon 'our minds.  'Constant pros- 
the first place, we ought to remember, that * death, | perity gerves to fasten all our affections upon the 
8 necessary end, will come when it will come.” Tt | things of this world, and makes us forget that we 
is an eyent, oyer which we have no control ; and, | were born to die. Affliction produces & different 


fl = 


| it is that, our friends live, 80 certain |result. It makes us pause awhile, on the journe 
y must die, 8 certain it is, that, g00n- | of life, that we may reflect upon our © latter end,” 
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and gerves to wean our affections from the yani- 
ties of earth, and the pleasures of sense. 

« Our hearts are fastened to this world, 

By strong and endless ties ! 

And every sorrow cuts a string, 

And urges us to rise. 

When God would kindly set us free, 

And earth's enchantment end, 


He takes the most effectual means, 
And robs us of a friend.” 


By this means, our hearts are drawn from earth 
to heaven; and we find, by our own experience, 
that it hath been good for us that we have been 
afflicted. This consideration, therefore, should 
admonish-us not to indulge in hopeless sorrow. 

Finally, the last consideration we 8hall urge 
against the indulgence of hopeless sorrow, 1s, the 

romise of future life and immortality. If God 
has determined, as the scriptures declare he has, 
to raisze man, from the silent slumbers of the 
grave, to clothe him with life and immortality, and 
to confer upon him an incorruptible existence, 
we ought not, surely, to mourn in hopeless 8orrow, 
that our friends have gone before us. We ought, 
rather, to rejoice for them, and to wait patiently 
for the day of our emancipation ; for that 1illustri- 
ous day, when we 8hall triumph over death, and 
him that has the power of death, and be translated 
into the glorious kingdom of our Lord and Mas- 
ter. The time will 8urely come, how 800n we 
know not, when -we shall meet the friends that 
have gone before us, and. leave them no more, 
forever. This consideration, above all, should 
prevent us from indulging hopeless 8orrow. 
C. G, 
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NEW WORK. 

Woman in her Social and Domestic Character. By 
Mrs, Joun SaxnFoRD. From the London Edition. 
Boston: Leonard C. Bowles. 1833. pp. 180. 

The importance and influence of the female character 
have been o eloquently advocated in a recent extract from 
a sermon by an estcemed brother of the order, that we 
deem it unnecessary to indulge in a long disquisition on 
these 8ubjects. 

The book, the title of which is placed at the head of 
this article, has been lately published in this country, and 
is a reprint of an edition which found great favor in En- 
gland, the native land of the authoress. Although adapted 
more particularly, to a state of society differing in many 
and important respects from our own, still the fundamen- 
tal principles and the general sentiments are 8uch as must 
meet the"approbation of every admirer. of the female char- 
acter. 


The authoress has properly made religion, the basis of 


character, and has interwoven this as a golden thread in 
the whole tisxue' of virtues and aflections;. not a religion 
which presents a claim for praise to the eye of every 
friend, which aims to be seen and admired of men, or 
Which consists in ostentatious confessions of smfulness and 
ill degert bat that gentle, meek and forgiving spirit which 
1s the only true inspiration of the gospel. The tyle is re- 
markably chaste and delicate, perhaps polished to an ex- 
treme; the pages abound in_ fine and pointed allusions, 
and the 8ober, religious tone of thought, and sound wisdom 
of its ptinciples, make it well worth the perusal of pergons 
of tate of both zexes. 
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The points particularly dwelt upon, are, the causes of ſe- 
male influence, the importance of religion to women, fe- 
male defects, romance, education and duties. All these 
subjects are important; and to give a specimen of the 
| work, as well as to benefit those of our readers who cannot 
obtain it, we shall make some brief extracts. Passing by 
geveral chapters on female influence ' &c. we come to the 
following remarks on the importance of religion to the 
8eX. 


*Religion 1s indeed a woman's panoply, and no 
one who wisbes her happiness would Gvest her of 
it; no one who appreciates her virtues would 
weaken their best 8ecurity. 

There is nothing 80 adapted as religion to her 
wants. Woman has many trials, and she there- 
fore peculiarly needs 8upport ; and religion 1s her 
asylum, not any = heavy afflictions, but in petty 
disquietudes. 'These, as they are more frequent, 
are perhaps almost as harrassing ; at least they 
equally need a 8edative influence, and religion is 
the anodyne. . 

Resignation is not, as we are too apt to portray 
her, beauty bowered in willows, and bending over 
a gepulchral urn ; neither is 8he a tragic queen, 
pathetic only in her weeds, She is an active, as 
well as passive virtue ; an habitual, not an occas- 
tonal 8entiment. She should be as familiar to wo- 
man as her daily cross ; for acquiesence in the de- 
tail of Providence is as much a duty as a 8ubmigs- 
slon to its result; and equanimity amid domestic 
irritations equally implies religious principle, as 
fortitude under severer trials. {t was the remark 
of one, who certainly was not disposed to care for 
trifles, that * it required as much grace to bear the 
breaking of a china cup as any of the graver dis- 
tresses of life.” 

And, if religion is 8uch a blessing in the ordi- 
nary trials of life, what a scothing balm is it'in 
graver . 8orrows. From these, woman is by no 
means exempt; on the contrary, as her guscepti- 
bility 1s great, aftlictions press on her with-pecuhar - 
heaviness. 'There 1s s8ometimes a stillness in her 
grief which argues only its-intensity, and it is this 
rankling wound which piety alone can heal. Noth- 
ing, perhaps, is more affecting than woman's chas- 
tened 8orrow., Her ties may be 8evered, her hopes 
withered, her young affections blighted, yet peace 
may be in her breast, and heaven-1n her eye. And 
if the business and turmoil of life brush away the 
tears of manly sorrow, and scarcely leave time for 
the indulgence. even of sympathy, woman gathers 
strength in her s0litary chamber to encounter and 
to 8ubdae grief. 'There she learns to look her 8or- 
row in the face; there she becomes familiar with 
its features ; there she communes with it, as with 
a celestial messenger, till atlength she can almost 
welcome its presence, and hail it as the harbinger 
of a brighter world. 

Religion is just what woman needs. Without 
it she is ever restless or unhappy; ever wishing to 
be relieved from duty or from time. She is either 
ambitious of display, or greedy of pleagure, or 
sinks into a listless apathy, useless to others, and 
unworthy of herself. But when the light from 
heaven shines upon yd it invests every. ob- 

1 


ject with a reflected radiance. Duties, occupa- 


tions, nay even trials, are seen- 


| medium ; and the 8unshine, which gilds] 


on earth, is but the dawning of a far clearer day, 
| And if pain, rather than toil, be her penalty ; if 
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an exemption from bodily labor be more than! 
counterbalanced by bodily weakness, it is piety 
alone which can lighten guch a cross.. This only 
can inspire that passive fortitude which, to her, is 
more ess8ential than active strength. And surely, 
religion never 8eems more lovely, or 18 more traly 
8ublime, than when 8be stifles the cry of pain, and 
wipes the drops of anguish from the sufferer's 
brow ; when 8he imparts a martyr's courage to 
the gentlest spirit—when she teaches woman in 
the stillness of a sick chamber to bow her head in 
patient resignation, and to endure her trial with 
Christian fortitude and faith. 

A woman's virtues must be genuine. They are 
to expand, not in the sunshine, but in the shade. 
And, therefore, they need some vital principle to 
supply the place of foreign excitement. Religion 
is this influence—this germ of every grace, this 
8ap which finds its - way through every fibre, 'and 
emits the fairest blossoms without the aid of arti- 
ficial heat 

The pious woman courts retirement. She 
geeks not the inertness of quietism, but the calm- 
ness and regularity of domestic duty. - And 
though she may 8ometimes be called to less con- 
genial scenes, she will neither refuse the 8nm- 
mons, nor show a peevish reluctance-to obey it; 
yet her taste is home / for there she feels she is 


most useful, most happy, and has most communion 
with her God.” 


But we have already occupied a larger space than we in- 
tended, and must ſor the present lay aside the pen. We 
doubt not that the reader will be as well pleased with the 
above sentiments as ourzelves, and in this belief shall make 
farther extracts hereafter, hoping that they may be care- 
fully treasured up by our female readers, and that they may 
result in an increased love of religion, and in a spirit of 
resignation to the will and providences of God. 

S. 
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THE GLEANER, 


[From the Southern Pioneer.] 


I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE. 


It is not the object of this communication to 
discuss the - point at is8ve, between 'Trinitarians 
and Unitarians, but to speak of the sense in which 
this paszage is evidently to be understood, and no- 
tice the argument it affords in favor of universal 
8alvation. Whatever Christ may have taught in 
other parts of the Bible, it is most evident that in 
this passage, he meant no more, than that he and 
the Father were one in will and purpoze. He 
could not refer to a oneness in person, because in 
that case the world could never be one as they 
were one. Therefore the passage must . mean, 
that the world may be one in will and purpose, 
that they may become united in spirit and worship 
and doctrine, Hence Christ directs his followers 


to '8ay, * Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 


earth as it is-done in heaven.* Now the argument 
which we would draw from these passages 1s, that 
eventually all men will be holy and happy. In 
heaven there is no division; and between Christ 
and God-there is no difference of feeling or will, 
and Ewoquently, if the prayers contained in the 
8.380ges ere , are eyer answered, all must be 

| oly. | 7% 

And can ws doabt that they will be answered ?| 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 


Would God command his Son and his children to 
pray for an event, unless he purposed to bring it 
to pass? Christ has said, * he knows that his 
Father always hears him, and we are told, *if we 
ask any thing according to the will of God, it shall 
be granted,” | 

I would jast mention, that our Limitarian breth- 
ren are strangely inconsistent in speaking on this 
8ubject, both in their prayers and confess1ons ; for 
they make the will of God at variance from the 
will of Christ. They say, for instance, had God 
been strict to mark iniquity against them; and had 
it not been for the earnest pleadings of Jesus, 
they should long since have been in hell with the 
damned. But how can this be true, if Christ and 
the Father are one ? Is God less merciful than 
Christ2 We should think it strange to hear a 
person 8ay, two individuals are one 1 spirit, when 
he knew that there was a wide difference between 
them. Again; if Christ is acquainted with his 
Father's will to destroy, how can he ey, *thy will 
be done,” when he is 80 athxious to save all men? 
Again; if it is the will of God to destroy, how 
could it be_said, God 80 loved the world, that he 
gent his Son to save 1t ? 

But I forbear to offer any further remarks ; and 
simply ask, when will men be freed from the shac- 
kles of error and superstition ? WS 


Shaftsbury, Vt. 


REMINISCENSES—AN EXTRACT. 


This world is often beautiful. In the 80ft shad- 
owy.8eason of autumn, in the rich glow of 8um- 
mer, in the brilliant variety of espring, and even in 
the desolation of winter, the lover of nature finds 
innumerable charms, unheeded by the worldling, 
and despiged by the misanthrope. And yet 
there are times when the heart 1s insensible to 
them all, when the breathing stillness seems like 
a reproach for its own gloomy wastes, and the 
gentle harmony of earth, air, and sky, in discor- 
dance with its own tempestuous feelings, heigh- 


- | tens their darkness by the contrast. Where lies 


the secret of happiness? It has always been a 
fayorite topic for discussion, but none ever felt the 
question satisfactorily answered. And yet there 
is happiness even in this world; but it is the hap- 
piness; of moments only ; and they are given, not 
to be enjoyed merely in the short period of their 
existence, but to be cherisghed for memory to 
dwell on in lonely hours, and. for hope to fix upon, 
as the most convincing proof that, in another and | 
brighter sphere, we 8hall enjoy the pleasure 
Sought here in vain. I can remember well when 
such moments came not seldom; when many 
things which now oft pass unnoticed, would steal 
upon my heart with gentle influence, and wake 
its every s8pring to Joy I thought not then the : 
cause- was in myself.  'The fresh breeze of morn- 
ing, the perfume of flowers, the melody of birds, 
the 8oft voice and gentle 8mile of welcome from 4 
friend, each and all of thege were 80urces of plea- 
ure, and I exulted in the thought that I had plac- 
ed my happiness upon things that could not fade. 
Not many years haye passed away, spring 5s! 
brings its. flowers and breezes, but the young free 
heart” that once bounded to meet and welcome? 
them, sickens at the thought, that loved ones, who 
were wont to share with it its joys- and 8orrows, 
now moulder in the grave ; or, worse till, live 


the world, but are dead to me. - 


. 
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NATURE” OF RELIGION. - 

Religion, in @ general 8ense, is founded on 
man's relation and renin ompope to his Maker ; 
and it conslsts in Ccherishing the sentiments and 
performing the duties which thence result, and 
which belong tothe other relatlons to other be- 
ings which God has appointed him to sustain.. 

Concerning these relations, sentiments, and du- 
ties, we are instructed in the Scriptures, especial- 
ly in the New Testament. Religion, with us, is 
the Christian/ religion. It is found in the teach- 
ings and example of Jesus Christ, It consists in 
the worship, the sentiments, and the character, 
which he enjoined, and which he illustrated in his 
own person. 

What you are to 8eek, therefore, 1s, under the 
guidance of Jesus Christ, to feel your relation to 
God, and to live under a 8ense of responsibility to 
him; to cultivate as8iduously those sentiments 
and affections which spring out of this responsi- 
ble and filial relation, as well as those which arise 
out of your connection with other men as his off- 
Spring ; to- perform all the duties to Him and 
them, which appertain to this character and rela- 
tion ; and to cherish that heaven-ward tendency 
of mind, which should spring from a conscious- 
ness of possessing an immortal nature. He who 
does all this is a religious man, or in other words, 
a Christian, 

You desire to be a Christian. 'To this are re- 
quisite three things: belief in the truths which 
the gospel "reveals ; possession of the state of 
mind which it enjoins ; and performance of the 
duties which it requires; or, I may say, the 8ub- 
jection of the mind by faith, the 8ubjection of the 
heart by love, the subjection of the will by obedi- 
ence. 'This universal 8ubmission of yourself to 
God is what you are to aim at. 'This is Reli- 
g10n,—Ware. 


InrosITI0Nn or Hanps. A religious ceremo- 
ny, by which a bishop lays his hand or hands on 
the head of a person, in ordination,” confirmation, 
or in uttering a blessing. Imposition of hands 
was a Jewish ceremony, introduced not by any 


divine authority,. but by custom ; it being the | 


practice among those people, whenever they pray- 
ed to God for any person, to lay their hands on 
his head. © Our Savior observyed. the same custom, 
both when he conferred his blessing on children, 
and when he cured the sick ; adding prayer to the 
ceremony, 'The apostles likewise laid hands on 
thoge upon; whom they bestowed the Holy Ghost. 
The TJewish priests observed the s8ame custom 
when any one was received into their body. And 
the apostles themselves underwent the imposition 
of hands afresh when they entered upon any new 
undertaking. In the ancient church, imposition 
of hands was even practised 'on persons when 
they married, which custom the Abyssinians till 
observe.—Blake's Juvenile Encyclopedia. | 


Rear, RExieion. A poor slave was once thus 
addresged by-z lively gentleman, in a jocular way. 
Well uncle, I hear you have become very reli- 
g10us lately, and. I want to know what. religion 
you are of,” *Why massa,” 8aid he, my religion 
's, to ceage to do evil, and learn to do well. 
What religion are you of? Could any one have 
returned a more appropriate answer ? 
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TRANSFER OF THE UN1VERSALIST- 


The 8ubscribers hereby inform, the public, and 
egpecially the patrons of the Universalist, that Ka 
the original proprietors have recently transferred 
this hitherto neat and valuable publication 'to 
them. It will therefore in future be is8ued under 
their 8ole direction and control. On the subject 
of the change which has thus taken place with re- 
gpect to the proprietorship and supervision of this 
work, and which has unexpectedly thrown them 
before the public as the owners and conductors 
of a religious periodical, they have at present but 
a few words to 8say. They enter upon the duties 
of their station under a deep sense of the respon- 
Sibilities, difficulties and perplexities inseparable_ 
from it, and not without some distrust of their abil- 
ities to execute their task in a manner demanded 
by the character and original design of the work. 

They have therefore no great and flattering 
promises to make. 'They wish to awaken no high 
expectations. ' All they can say, is, they bring to 
the work purity of intention, devotedness of heart, 
and a 8incere desire to do something towards the 
advancement of their Master's cause in the world. 
They belieye they may claim, and that without 
the charge of vanity, some* quahfications for this 
kind of labor, and they pledge themselves to exert 
all the talents they possess, and all the means 
they can command to insure the Universalist a re- 
spectable rank among the best periodicals of the 
| denomination. 

Care will be used that nothing shall appear in 
their columns which will not have a tendency to 
adyance the great cause of christianity in 8ome of 
its relations and bearings, or which may offend a 
cultivated and correct taste ; and no pains will be 
spared to give variety, entertainment and s80lid 
"instruction to the work. They intend it-shall be 
a production which all parents of liberal views of 
religion may read with interest and pleasure, and 
put into the hands of their children with safety. 
In a word, they mean the Universalist shall be, 
in its place, 8uch a publication as 1s demanded by 
the spirit of the age and the present improved and 
flourishing state of. the order. 

They commence the arduous and respons1ble in- 
terprize in which-they have embarked with feelings 
of the most perfect cordiality towards all similar 
publications and. their conductors, and will- be 
happy, at all times, to reciprocate kind 8entiments 
and friendly offices with all their brother editors 
and owners of religious periodicals. 'They will 
endeayor to pursne a course in all their transac- 
tions, against which the most fastidious adyocate 
of individual and corporate rights can bring no 
reasonable complaint. Such 1s their resolution ; 
but still, they are imperfect and may fail in its 
execution. In many instances they may err, and 
Should this be the case, they beg their brethren to 
rest assured that it will be the result of frailty, 
not of design. . 

It must, however, be distinctly understood that Mm 
theirs will be strictly an independent / course. 

They will choose their own way of. managing 
their own affairs. With these brief disclosures 
of their views and intentions, they humbly commit 
their infant publication to the blesging of Heaven 
and the kind regards of their brethren, and ask 
for it a reasonable share of patronage. + » 
SEBASTIAN STREETER. 


SEBASTIAN F. STREETER. 
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NOTICE. 


The subscribers would inform the friends and 
patrons of the Universalist, and the public gener- 
ally, that they have transferred all their right and 
title to, and interest in said publication, to'S. & S. 
F. Streeter, and that all monies due from subscri- 
bers must hereafter be paid to them, or their or- 
der, and that their receipt for the 8ame will b 
valid, 

It is hardly needful for them to. apprize the rea- 
der, that the Universalist- will hereafter be con- 
dncted with prudence and ability. The persons 
who have now became its proprietors and Editors 
are too well known in. the Universalist community 
to need their commendation. In their hands, it 
will undoubtedly answer the purpose of its origi- 
nal design,.and be a useful and interesting publi- 
cation... They therefore, very cheerfully recom- 
mend it. tothe public attention, and sincerely hope 
that its patronage may increase in full proportion 
to its merits. 

Carvin GARDNER, 

James H. Buener, 

Dante. D. SmriTH, 


Jostan C. Warpo, 
Bens. B. Mvusster, 
Bens. W A1TTEMORE. 


POETRY. 


Natural Afﬀection. 


Ani this our life, exempt from public haunts, 
Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, 
Sermons in stones, and good in every thing 

Shakspeare. 
I love the trees, the ſorest trees, 
Waving their heads on high; 
For, as their leaves fall by the breeze, 
They tell us all must die. 


I love the flowers, the snmmer flowers, 
Of every hue and shade, 

Tho? bright ſrom showers, in winter hours, 
They tell us alt must fade. 


T love the streams, the fair blue streams, 
Which through the valley stray; 

Their sparkling gleams, like morning dreams— 
Like us they pass away. 


I love the field, the fresh green field, 
With verdant carpet spread ; 

To earth we yield, when death hath sealed 
The weary, wo-worn head. 


I love the sea, the boundless sea, 
The dark, unſathomed deep ; 

Home, of the free ! the grave we see 
Where thousand treasures sleep. 


I love the star, the evening star, 
Which lights the etherial dome ; 
br zeasons war, it shines afar, 
And guides us to our home. 


I love the moon, the shining moon, 
Its gift—the silver light; 

'Thongh pale at noon, the day's last boon 
To cheer the waning night. 


I love the 8un, the glorious sun, 
From Heaven, the high bequest ; 

The day is done, its race is run, 
Like 1t we sink to rest, 


Like it to rise—to rise again 
In realms beyond the sky, 

Where free from pain, we there sball reign ; 
Then who would ſear to die ? 


Trees, flowers and streams— fields, stars and gea, 
© "To nature's true; | 
- Emblems to all mortality, 
Omnipotent to view. 


B.B 


To | 

Its patrons will please to bear t the original 
terms of 8ubscription to the Uniyerta re. $1 bor vol- 
ume in advance. In his publication i 
hands the present Proprietors were obliged to involve 
selves to a pretty large amount, and would therefore re. 
spectfully apprize those who have not paid their subscrip- 
tion, that they will confer a niet raed gending i 
800N as Po88ible to the Editor, or to .B. B. Muzsey, No. 29 
Cornhill, Boston. | 


3- Some of our Boston 8ubseribers 
ceive their papers on Saturday last. 'Dhe failure was ow- 
ing to the indisposition of the boy who usvally carries them. 
; e shall take measures to. prevent a similar occurrence in 

uture. 


bably did not re- 


Proprietor*s Notice. 

The Proprietors hereby inform those who way be dispo- 
8ed to lend their aid in circulating the Universalist, that 
they will, till further notice, allow them twenty per. cent 
on all monies received of 8uch new snbscribers as they 
may respectively obtain, provided the number exceed four. 


35- Notice. £1 


All letters and communications relating to the Univer- 
salist, must in future, be directed, PosT PaiD, to 8. 
STREETER, Universalist Office, Boston. 

Money may be paid to 8. Streeter, or B. B. Mussey, 
No. 29 Cornhill, Boston. 8. & 8. F. STREETER. 


To the Publichers of Periodicals. 


Those publishers of religious papers who exchange with 
the Universalist, and who have heretofore sent one to the 
subscriber, may for the ſuture discontinue it. Having be- 
come the owner of the latter work, a paper sent-to bim 

rsonally will be unnecessary, They will please to accept 

is 8incere thanks for the instruction and entertainment he 
has received from their respective publications, and rest 
assured that they will continue to receive his best wishes, 
and in every practicable way, his efforts for their prosper- 
ity and usefulness. S. STREETER, 

C——C_—_——___——  _— ____—_— 
| MARRIED, 

In this city, by Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Hawes Atwood, 
aud/ Miss Sally S. Smith; Mr. Rufus Bacon, and Mis 
Joanna _— £ 

By Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Barney Shirey, and Mis 
Ann M. an. A | 


STREETER?S NEW HYMN BOOK. 
SIXTH EDITION. 


MUSSEY 29 Cornhill, has just Published the 
* Sixth Edition of the above work, and is now 
ready to supply Societies and individuals on the most 
reasonable terms. This Edition will be handsomely bound 
in Black Morocco, and will be afforded at the low price of 
62 cents per copy; 20 per cent discount made to those who 
buy by the dozen. © ' 218 
_ VUniversalist —_—_ and others, ſeeling an interest 
in the circulation of the work, will be supplied with them 
on 8ale by directing their order to 

B. B. MUSSEY, 
March 9, 1833. 29, Cornhill, Boston. 


.CONVENTION SERMONS. 

JLST received and for sale at the Office of the Univer- 
salist,-29 Corohill. - Siz Sermons delivered at the 

| General Convention of Universalists, at its Annual 
Session, in Concord, N. H. on the 19th and 20th of 
Sepember 1832. \ 


nm ALB On— 
Universalism ended by L. R. Page. 
Feb. 27, 1833, ks ooiN gd 7: 35 F3- 
BOOK AND JOB PRINTING, 
Neatly Executed _ 
THIS OFFICE, (29 CORNHILL. ) $f 


Cm aryoyeo payer yur peeproppamayyanmprp=—gp— 
— G. W. STACY, Printer. — 
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